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ment is being achieved in this country. Better paving;
more adequate sewer facilities; and modern sweeping
machinery will accomplish much; but the full solution of a
difficult problem will not be found until city authorities
insist that the street-cleaning force, in point of bodily vigor,
shall be just as competent as that of any other depart-
ment.

In New York City the work of street cleaning is deemed
The New     of sufficient importance to be intrusted to a special depart-
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ment. Ihe commissioner is appointed by the mayor and
is removable by him at any time. His jurisdiction extends,
however, over the three chief boroughs of Manhattan,
Brooklyn, and The Bronx only; in the boroughs of Queens
and Richmond the service is under the direction of the
borough presidents. The street-cleaning department con-
trols the removal and disposal not only of street sweepings,
but of ashes, rubbish, and garbage as well. For handling
the department's work the three boroughs are divided into
districts, each in charge of a superintendent; every district,
again, is divided into sections, with a foreman in charge of
each section. There are over one hundred sections in all,
and the actual street-sweeping force numbers nearly twenty-
seven hundred men, each of whom is expected to cover, on
the average, about ten thousand square yards of street
surface daily. In point of efficient organization, accounting
methods, and general achievements the New York depart-
ment is one of the best.

Street sweepings have some value as fertilizing material,
The disposal and in smaller cities it is sometimes possible to dispose of
the accumulations in this way. In larger cities the common
practice is to use this form of waste in filling land. To
some extent a sale for it has been found among neighboring
market-gardeners and florists, but the heavy cost of trans-
porting the material over any considerable distance has
precluded much chance of realizing an appreciable return
in this way. An interesting experiment in that field was